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7.1 S3

Adding New Members to the Group
The Group Entity shall evaluate every applicant who 
wishes to join the group and ensure that there are no 
major non-conformities with the applicable Forest 
Stewardship Standard, nor with membership 
requirements, before adding the new member to the 
group. 

Process for evaluation of new members into the group scheme is 
documented in Procedure for Inclusion in the SFM Group 
Certification Scheme (30 Jun 2024) and utilises Initial Inspection 
Checklist - SFM Group Certification Scheme, completed at a physical 
site inspection, to ensure non non-conformities with FSC or group 
requirements. Since the last audit the ownership of the Limestone 
Estate changed hands from the previous member New Forests to a 
new onwer, OneFortyOne Pty Ltd, which became the new group 
member. Noted that the MU and management systems for the MU did 
not change.
Since that time OneFortyOne has sought to include an additional 18 
properties into the Limestone GT MU. Initial Inspection Checklists 
were carried out at the individual property level (for all 18 properties). 
No non-conformances were identified and the HCV assessments for 
these properties have commenced (but not yet completed). 
While the organisation has documented and implemented 
procedures for adding new members to the group, and therefore 
meets the FSC requirement, the procedure for evaluation of new 
FMUs for an existing member is not specifically referenced in the 
current procedures, particularly the need to ensure that all elements 
of the process such as ensuring no non-compliances and completion 
of HCV assessments prior to formally accepting the new plantations 
into the group. 

The Group Entity should evaluate new properties 
being added to the group by an existing member and 
ensure that there are no major non-conformities with 
the applicable Forest Stewardship Standard, nor with 
membership requirements, before adding the new 
member to the group. 

OK

For further information refer to the FSC Certificate Public Dashboard - https://connect.fsc.org/fsc-public-certificate-search
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